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fricnd, Fulkc Greville, was the best fortified part of
the Spanish dominions and the worst battle-ground
that Queen Elizabeth could choose, if, as seemed
more and more certain, the task of helping the
Ncthcrlanders was to be shirked by France, Ger-
many, and all the other nations of the continent,
and to be undertaken, single-handed, by England.
For England to send an army into the Netherlands,
" without any curious examination as to what power
the adverse party hath prepared to encounter, by
defence, invasion, or division, must probably make
us losers both in men, money, and reputation."
Some better mode of weakening King Philip must
be found, and, in Sidney's opinion, " there were but
two ways left to frustrate this ambitious monarch's
designs; the one, that which diverted Hannibal,
and, by setting fire to his own house, made him
draw in his spirits to comfort his heart; the other,
that of Jason, by fetching away his golden fleece,
and not suffering any man to enjoy that which every
man so much affected." *

In taking this view Sidney was at one with Gilbert,
Raleigh, Drake, Frobisher, and the other bold seamen
who, with a keen eye to their own profit as well as to
their country's good, purposed, not only to plant
colonies in regions claimed by King Philip as his
property, but also to hamper and despoil the trade
of Spain with its possessions in both the Indies, and
even to make raids on Cadiz, Seville, and the thriving

* A very full account of Sidney's and of his own views on the
political situation at this time is given by Fulke Greville in his life of
his friend.